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washington,STAR

Borbara B, Srmn is presndenf of The
Relief gccse?y of The Church of Jesus |
Christ of Latter-day Saints — on orgen-
1zation of 980,600 women Mormons

oround the world which offers spiritual,

educational and social services. Mrs.
Smith, who has been cutspoken in her
support for the church’s stands cgainst
the ERA and obortion, was interviewed
by Washington Star Staff Writer Randy
Sue Coburn, .
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‘Guestion: The Aformon church
says it is interested in furthering the
role of-women as it is presented in
the Gospel plan. What is that role?

Mrs. Smith: The role of women in-
our church has always been one
where women have been given top
appreciation and they have been
gm:n the opportunity to do every-
thing. It’s been that way since the

very beginuing. The church was .

organized in 1830, and in 1832 we
were given our own orgamzanon and
I am the head of that organization.
Women have always been given this
position-of respect, honor and equal
opportumry We speak, we preach
and we pray — we are on all the

. . decision-making boards.

Qe ’I'he church has stated its oppos-

tion to the Equal Rights Amendment.

Are you active in that opposition?

A: Yes, I really ama. We feel very
stronoly agaiost this. As T tell you,

. we’ve always been given equal

rights. But we are against the Equal
quhts Amendment because we feel
that it is just a blanket approacn in
the hopes of solvmg all problems

Q: What do you see as the harmful

" aspects?

A: Well, we see that 1t s so vague
and so broad and so all- -eNncompass- -
ing that instead of defining any rights
we have; it’s just a hope that the .
things that we want to take place wﬂl
talxe place :

;
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Q;' But isn’t t}:e basic question
whether or rtot it is valid for legal dis-

tinctions to be made on the baszs of

5&57

A: We!l we're not agamst equal
rights for women at all — the princi-
ple, that 1s. In fact, we think that
they should have them. But we feel
like the better thing to do is have

individual legislation that will give

women the rights they really need.
- T've ‘been looking, for example, at
-~ Title IX of the Health Education and
Welfare program. Of course, this is
the one that is supposed to take dis-
~ crimination from the schools. And in
our schoois, they have now said we
cannot have a separate boys’ and
gn" * prganization. And of course

. we've alwa ays had this and it’s been

~ something that’s been traditional. We
-nio ionger can have separate boys’

. and girls’ choruses, or separate gym

classes. When I thm& of thesa. fthmcs

- " . ¥ wonder if this same kind of inter--

pretation would be part of the Equal
Rigiits Amendment, meaning not
oniy sameness but oneness. That’s
gue reason 1 feel we need to be sure
that whatever legislaiion we have
will give women the rizhts they want,
not take from them the rights thev
flave.
L

Q: By that, do you mean rights in
the working markpt or rights in mez
. roles as wives and mothers 2,
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. help mothers raise their

FHGETY Jssue Was 2 by
one, Ihink, You WY, Seri
Ervin in th very beginning
wanted an amendment to
the amendment — one to
protect women with their
individual rights so that
they would not be drafted in
the military. But the propo-
nents of the ERA would not
have it.

Q: Is much of your
group's and church's oppo-
sition to the ERA based on
biblical principles?

A: T think so. The Bible
does give women a specific
role of nurturing children
and raising them. I think it
also gives the man the re-
sponsibility of leading out in
many areas of life. The
Lord has assigned men and
women to work together
and each are equally impor-
tant, butin different ways.:

I

Q: Is your league’s oposi-

“tion to abortion organized in -
the same wayas the ERA(

epposition?

A: Yes. However abor-'
tion to us is more of a:moral =~
. issue, so you'll hear more

bemg said from the pulplts
of our church. Because we
feel abortion is an evil prac-
tice and most often it’s a
selfish practice. Most of the
.riotivation is because a per—

SOH feels lt san mconven- &
ience, probably, to, have a -

child. We think that is not a
good reason for taking life.

Q: So the church’s en-
couragement of women to
fulfill their talents is direct-
ed toward home and com-
munity activities, and not in

. the iabor force at large? .

7 A: We don’t really try to
regulate the lives of our
people. In our organization
we try. to give women a
broader vision of what their
potential is and what-their
responsibilities are. For
example, we have what we
call a-mother ‘education
class, and that class is to

children more effectively
and to develop the potential
of their children. We talk
about such things as money
management, for example.
It sounds easy, and it
sounds simple, but it isn't a

‘simple problem. Because

when we have the great
media we ‘have, having
crime constantly before our
children, they have to be

A-Panel Funds Voted ,

A' United Press International
" The House gave _final

‘congressional gproval

yesterday to a $274.3 million
authorization for operating

the Nuclear Regulatory -

et o De tago:
mothe: Wi
understancs the probiem

You come with s¢ many
problems and you find ouf
that so many others have
them to and you can discuss
them, it gives you that en-
couragement and it makes
you realize that even
though you do have to go
through these mundane
tasks day after day, they're
an important part of life. A
child cannot just go through
life feeling very selfishly
concerned and then all of a
sudden become a selfless
person willing to ‘give to the
world. ~

Q: Most Mormon women
are full-time mothers?

RTIOW aniC

*A: I think we have an
awful lot of working moth-
‘ers. We surely encourage
our mothers, if they ‘don’t
have to work to be at heme
with their children and to
put them in that priority
position during those years.
. We think a woman. should
gain all the knowledge and
.intelligence she can and
then use that in her home.
We.want her to have a

= world of her own in her own .
home 258 -

Q The Mormon church
_has recently been before
" the public, of course, as a
result of the alleged will of
Howard- Hughes, which
leaves the church $125 mil-
lion. What would be done
with that money?

A: I think the rriystérious
appearance of-that will
would give all of us reason

to question its validity. I -

think none of us are count-
ing on that as being authen-

-tic at this time. But I know

that if the church were
given any money, they

“would be very careful with
it as it always has beemn.
* The church has.a great
. educational program all

over the world, and a great

program to allevxa_te paver-~
‘ty and disease with health

missionaries. It would prob-

“ably goto ,things like this.

* - Q: Does it seem ironic

that a man as worldly as

- Howard Hughés would

leave money to the Mormon
church ? ;

A: If.he has I'm sure the
rcasci is br.:a..ae he has
always surrounded himself
with Mormions. His top men
have always been Mor-
mons. And he selected them
because he has felt they had
an integrity, a health code
and that he could put his
faith and trust in him. I

- know this because my own

brother worked for him.
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