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Schlafly and Co. Mark
The ‘End’ of an ERA
With a Shot to the Lib

By Megan Rosenfeld

in the reception room, a big red,
white ‘and blue banner hung from the
drapes saying “Welcome Phyllis.” On
the back of the printed program,
there was -a smiling picture of her,
Phyllis Schlafly. And the event itself,
which she conceived last September,
was called “The Pro Family Gala hon-
oring Phyllis Schlafly.”

Of course there are other, organiza-
tional nominees, like the national
Stop ERA movement and members of
Congress, but it was Schlafly’s name
that was in bold type. About 1,200 of
the Eagle Forum faithful from 45
states showed up last night at the
Shoreham Hotel to dance on the
grave of the Equal Rights Aniend-
.ment, which, they have proclaimed, is
“Jegally, morally and constitutionally
dead.”

The recent congressional extension
of the ratification period to June 30,
1980 is “‘invalid,” Schlafly claims.
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bureaucrats in Washington a stunning
defeat.”

She offered some “clues” on how
they did it. “First it was a battle
that had to be fought by women—
women are like teabags, you don’t
know their strength until they get
into hot water.”

Then, she said, they used the “prin-
cipal of judo——using the strength of
your opponent. When they made all
those personal attacks we just smiled
sweetly and said that proves they
don’t have an argument.”

A few minutes later she referred to
Sen. Edward Kennedy’s support of
the ERA ratification extension. “A
lot of those Iihs would like to jump
on the Kennedy bandwagon—if they
could be sure he wasn’t driving.” she
said, to the somewhat scandalized
“oohs” of the audience.

“What is now inevitable is that
our side is going to come out on ton.
The women's lib movement is going
to self-destruct hecause they are not
going to have any babies—and if they
do have them, they won't take care of
them, so our children will be the ones
who are well-cared-for and well-ad-
Justeds <2

“I've always said, women would
rather be loved than liberated.”




