Over 40,000
ERA Backers
Marchon Hill

Demonstrators Seek
Extension of Time
For Ratification

By James Lardner
and Neil Henry
Wnshlnmon Post Staff Writers

More than 40,000 shouting and
clapping supporters of the Equal
Rights Amendment. many dressed
in the traditional white of the suf-
fragette movement, marched down
the Mall to the Capitol yesterday .
to exhort Congress to give the
states seven more years to ratify
the amendment.

They marched despite hot, hazy,
breezeless weather with fempera-
tures hanging in the low 90s.

The organizers of the tightly disci-
plined march proclaimed it the
“largest parade for feminism in his-
tory.”

Their purpose is to gain additional
time to persuade at least three state
legislatures to approve the Equal
Rights Amendment. A deadline set by
Congress calls for the amendment fo
die next March unless more time is
the American dream and not 2 threut:to ~anyone ., . Time Is on our side and we will win.” ;ifgft'i_ghnc":e ;e‘;ml’i‘]’éten‘ :ceosfs;i?"‘;o“t‘(‘;
in the next nine months.

The theme of the demonstration
was sounded again and again in doz
ens of short, emotional speeches.

“We need an extension of time fo
fight the lies about the Equal Rights
Amendment,” said Rep. Elizabeth
Holtzman (D-N.Y.). “. .. It is a fulfill-
ment of the American dream and not
a threat to anyone . .. Time is on our
side and we will win.”

Organizers vowed to besiege mem-
bers of Congress at their offices fo-
day. “We must not leave Washington

... without having a firm commitment.
yes or no, from every member of this
body,” declm ed Patsy Mink, president
of Americans for Democratic Action
and a former congresswoman from
Hawali, “And if they dare to turn us
down ... we will turn them out on the '
- next election day.”

Presidential assistant Midge cor |
tanza told the crowd she had brought
them a message of support from her
boss, immediately prompting a mix-
ture of moderate applause and wide-
spread boos and cries of “Where is
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But later Costanza won an ovation
with an attack on anti-ERA leader
Phyllis Schlafly “here is a woman in
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ELEANOR SMEAL
~«..rally organizer

But later Costanza won an ovation
with an attack on anti-ERA leader
Phyllis Schlafly “here is a woman in
this country who does not want her
rights and who has become a spokes-
man for women who do not want
theirs,” said Costanza. “Our message
for you, Phyllis Schlafly is ‘that we
paid tor this ourselves. We wish you
could say the same thing.”

‘Schlafly, had charged earlier yester-
day, on the ABC-TV news program
“Issues and Answers,” that the ERA
demonstrators were “the same crowd
who went down to Houston last No-
vember (for the National Women’s
Year Lonterence), a combination of
federal employes and radicals and les-
bians who spent $5 million of our tax-
payers’ money. . .’

Kleanor Smeal, pxes1dent of the Na—
tional Orgamzauon tor Women, which
put together yesterday’s rally, said it
had been financed by contributions
from more than 300 organizations, in-

See ERA, Al0, Col. 1

ERA demonstration includes suffra-
gettes from 1919 march. Page C1.
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" cluding unions and educational,
' ¢hurch and women’s groups.
' Demonstrators began gathering on
" the Mall, near 14th Street, at about 8
- am. yesterday, with each of the hun-
" dreds of delegations meeting under its
own purple, yellow and white banner.
* Marching out onto 14th Street at
noon, the procession had the look of a
huge army advancing into battle.
Alongside the National Archives
building at 8th Street and Constitu-
tion Avenue NW, the marchers paused
' to applaud a group standing on the ar-
- chives steps with a banner bearing the
; dments flll text: lity of
~ * pights under the law shall not be de-
" nied or abridged by the United States
" or by any state on account of sex.”
“ERA now!” was the chant most of-
ten repeated by the marchers, but at
other times they shouted, “One two
three four, we need three more (three
more states to ratify), five six seven
‘ eight, Congress must extend the
| date!”

When the front of the column
reached the Capitol half an hour
later, there was a continuous line of
marchers all the way back to 14th
Street and Constitution Avenue, and a
‘few thousand were still waiting pa-

|| tiently in neat rows to leave the Mall.
| Almost to & woman—men composed
| a substantial minority of the throng—
| participants refused to be downcast
| about prospects for ERA’s ratification.
"Thus far, 35 states have voted to rat-
\lify the amendment, but only Indiana
/'has voted for ratification since 1976.
"In that time, three state legislatures—
Idaho, Nebraska and Tennessee—have
reversed earlier ratification votes.
' The amendment needs the ap-
‘proval of three more legislatures in
‘order to become part of the Consti-
‘tution. Supporters concede that this
will not occur before the deadline set

rge ‘Feminism Parade

fSeeks Extension for ERA

by Congress of March 22, 1979. ERA
backers are trying to get Congress to
approve a seven-year extension for
state ratification until 1986.

“Eyerybody’s for it but we don't
have it,” said Bella Abzug, former
congresswoman from New York and
now cochairwoman of the National
Advisory C issi on Wi 3
“They have allowed a highly organ-
ized minority to stop the will of a ma-
jority. We assumed that we would
have it without any difficulty and that
was a mistake."

ERA “will set a principle of simple
justice where you and I know that
getting simple justice has been mno
simple matter," said Rep. Barbara
Mikulski (D-Md.) “We must be pre-
pared for a very long haul. We will

work this summer like we have never

worked before . . . We will march into
history . . . Mrs. Schilafly, wherever
you are, eat your heart out!”

Other speakers included Eleanor

Holmes Norton, chairwoman of the U.S..

Fqual Employment Opportunity Com-
mission; Mary Ann Krupsack, lieu-
tenant governor of New York who is
running against Gov. Hugh Carey;
feminist author Betty Friedan, and
actresses Marlo Thomas and Jean
Stapleton.

Rank-and-file demonstrators echoed
the speakers' expressions of faith in

ERA’s ultimate victory. “Even if we.

have to start again and get the whole
38 states again, it is going to come,”
said Marilyn Boll, a public relations
executive from Washington.

Few of the interviewed demonstrat-
ors foresaw !any immediate practical
a G or th lves i
from ERA’s passage, but many said
it would symbolize and solidify the
gains women have achieved.

“Just having it down there . .. on
the books,” said Nancy Gross, a coun-
selor for a lesbian group called “Am-
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Marchers, from left: Bella Abzug, Katie Pottinger, Gloria Steinem, Dick Grogory,
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Amazons” in Bay City, Mich.,
it’s really important to have
the Constitution.”
few participants criticized the
e played by lesbian groups in yes-
~Sterday’s rally. One marshal said she
- would have to tell a group to put
.away a banner that read “Rites for
~the Lesbian Nation” hecause, by not

- mentioning ERA, the banner violated

_parade permit rules. “T'm a lesbian
-mvself but I'm also a marshal and

going to have to ask them to
“take it down,” she said. Eventually
e banner was allowed to remain.
“ One of the most demonstrative of
“Vester: ay’s demonstrators was Marcia
klin, a painter and photographer
ym Guilford, Conn. “I was born a fe-
_minist,” said Karklin. “I came out of
“the. wo!nb with a clenched fist at St.
h’s Hospital in Providence, R.I.”
M“Where s Shirley Chisholm? Where's

Barbara Jordan?” Karklin shouted in-

sistently at a group of celebrities

gathered on the podium. “Where's
Eartha  Kitt? Where's Gloria
Steinem?”

“I'm here,” replied Steinem, seated

a few yards away.
w=tNo  kidding, you're Gloria
.'mingm?" said Karklin. “I saw you in

Demonstrators Vow

esiege Offices on Hill

Philadelphia. You look different.”

A few minutes later, Steinem, edi-
tor of Ms. magazine, told the crowd
that “the lawful and peaceful stage of
our revolution may he over. It’s up to
the legislators, We can bhecome radical,
if they force us. If they continue to
interfere ,with the ratification of the
ERA, they will find every form of civil
disobedience possible in every state of
the country.

“We are the women our parents
warned us about, and we're proud,”
said Steinem to loud cries of approval.

March organizers periodically re-
vised their estimates of the crowd’s
size, from 35,000 in the early after-
noon to 90,000 by the time the rally
was at full strength.

The commander of the U.S. Park
Police demonstration unit put the
figure at 90,000 to 100,000—based on
“years of experience,” according to
a spokesman—but three other police
estimates were in the range of 40,000
to 55,000,

A Park Police officer aboard a
helicopter said the crowd appeared
to number about 50,000 at 4 p.m. D.C.
police offered a lower figure of 40,000
hased on “educated guesswork,” and
Capitol Police put the number at

s’
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So far, 35 states have ratified the
Equal Rights Amendment, 3 short
of the 38 necessary for full ratifi-
cation,

But the future of the hotly de-
bated ERA depends on two ques-
tions: whether the March 22, 1979
deadline—set by Congress for rati-
fication by the states—can be ex-
tended, and whether the states
that have already voted in favor
of the amendment can constitu-
tionally vote to rescind ratifica-
tion,

Supporters of ERA urge a seven-
year extension of the deadline,
and the question is currently be-
ing debated in the House Judiciary
Committee.

Three states that once ratified
ERA have since voted to rescind
the amendment. They are Idaho,
Nebraska and Tennessee. In an-

other state, Kentucky, the legisla-
ture voted to rescind ratification,
but the bill was vetoed by the act-
ing governor.

The Justice Department, in a
now binding advisory opinion, has
said that states do not have the

right to rescind approval once
they have given it. But the issue
would become more complicated
if Congress votes to extend the
ratification deadline. According to
the Supreme Court, Congress has
the right to determine if the rati-
fications constitute a “contempo-
raneous consensus,” and ERA op-
ponents say that the three rescis-
sions are evidence that the amend-
ment lacks a consensus.

The 35 states that have ratified
ERA are Washington, Oregon, Cal-
ifornia, Montana, Wyoming, Colo-
rado, New Mexico, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Kansas, Texas, Min-
nesota, lowa, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Delaware, New Jersey, Connecti-
cut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Malne, New Hampshire, Vermont,
New York, Idaho, Nebraska, Ten-
nessee, Alaska and Hawaii.

Fifteen states have not ratified
the ERA. They are Nevada, Utah,
Arizona, Oklahoma, Missouri, II-
linois, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, Florida, Georg-
ia, South Carolina, North Carolina,
and Virginia.
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By Joseph Dalton
Gloria Steinem couldn’t make it.

' Bella Abzug didn’t show, although

~ her hat went on the block in a charity

auction. And although Judy Gold-
smith, vice president of NOW (Na-
tional Organization for Women), kick-
ed off last night’s ERA benefit in the
gtifling Washington Armory with a
rousing, “No other single group has
more fun than feminists,” it was ob-
vious that most of the overwhelming-
ly female crowd—some still in their
whites from the march earlier in the
day— was just glad to get off its
collective feet.

The henefit, featuring the auction
and folk music by feminist singer
Margie Adam, didn't get under way

“until 9:30 p.m,, an hour and a half
expected.

. Jater than

5

“We never ex-
pected so many at the march”
Eleanor Smeal, president of NOW,
gaid. “We only had two weeks to
organize the party, and I won't be
dlsappointed no matter how few
come.”
The armory, festooned with blue
plastic streamers, never held more
ol Sy Mo ke M
zers 0 or

And ;omo thought the $10 ticket

Ml.m gb

! % wT Derefity Smeal sald. -

hnw much this place costs?”
But Lowenstein,

special rep-
resentative to the United Nations and
an unannounced candidate for Con-
gress from New York, came and had
{0 leave, as did Angel Tompkins, the

. actress who had flown in from Cali-

fornia for the march and who flew
out again last night.

Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman (D-N.Y.),
cosponsor of the House bill to ex-
tend the time limit for passage of
TRA, told the crowd that they had
to “see your congressman tomorrow.
Courage is not something you find
an abundance of in an election year.”

- And presidential assistant Midge

Costanza told the cheering audience,
“We won’t achieve full equality with
men until they appoint mediocre
women to high positions.”

-

Costanza went on to say that,
dressed in her whites, “Three people
thought 1 was a doctor.” She ended
by saying that “I wanted to make
bookends out of [anti-ERA leader]
Phyllis Schafly and Anita Bryant,
and Liz Carpenter told me she had
just the book to put between them—
‘Mein Kampf."”

It was a genial meeting. The feel-
ing of success from yesterday’'s march

: appeared to bind the crowd together

From left, Norma Bork, Rep. Doug Walaren and Eleanor Smeal, by John McDonnell—The Washmqton Post

through endless listing of names and
contributors.
Perhaps the most tired of all the

marchers who made it to the armory"
last night was 8-month-old E.R.A Me-

Carthy, who had been carried the full
length of the march by her mother,
Judy McCarthy of Phoenix, Ariz.
McCarthy had a large color portrait
of her child that had been signed by
Costanza, Steinem, actress Marlo
Thomas and other activist luminaries

in attendance and not in nttendnnee
last night.

4] want to auction it off in ﬂPhoe-
nix,” MecCarthy said of the picture.

“One of her bonnets already hrouxht.

$25 there.”

“She's sunburned,” said one woman.

“She’s been sunburned three times
for equal rights,” McCarthy said. .Tust
then young ER.A. cried.

“Hush,” MecCarthy said to her baby
daug'hter “We won today.”




Pows | By Judy Luce Mann
Washington Post Stalf Writer
They were grandmothers, daugh-
ters, and granddaughters with a com-
mon political goal that transcends the
differances of generations. They wore
casual | shorts and shirts, tennis
. dresses| of the suburban housewife,
' and thesdresses and pantsuits becom-
ing to the mature woman.
~ _ There! was Lilian M. Grigg of
. Bethesda, an 83-year-old woman who
- marched down Pennsylvania Avenue
in 1919 behind the suffragette Inez
Mulholland. “She was the leader,”
Grigg recalled yesterday. “She was
* Wearing white and rode on a white
charger. White was always the color.”
. “White was for
1 Grace

rades. It shém".up well, It's

‘ raqlo." UL EA <

“I'm here today mainly because of

‘my daughter and granddaughter,”

- said Grigg. “They wanted me to come,

- I've always been interested in getting
equal rights." ]

©_ With Grigg vesterday was her

. daughter, Ida Jo McKenney, 52, of

Cambridge, Ohio. She wore under her
© skirt the same ruffled petticoat her

mother had worn in the 1919 march,
~ She displayed it proudly.

. "It was mostly women marching
back then,” said Grigg. “Men already
had the vote. I'm surprised to see as

- many men as there are here today."

| Among the men was Rob Gruenler

* of Falls Church who accompanied his
Wwife and 2year-old twin daughters,

- Gruenler, a printer at the Organiza-

- tion of American States, said his fam-

| ily is “for the ERA. My wife is big in

‘the movement. We thought we'd come

down today and march,” Resting by
his daughters’ stroller was Gruenler's
homemade banner: “Give the next
generation equality.”

~ always pleay; 1t's effective for a pa-
|} x

March participants and onlookers,
such as Phyllis Trapp of Arlington,
who was there with her daughter, Tif-
fany, 4, and her twin sister, Beryl
Morgan, 38, of Oakton, repeatedly
talked about their hope that this gen-
eration will bestow a more equal
world on the next generation of
women,

“I want this one to grow up in a
more equal world than it's been for
us," said Trapp, nodding toward her
daughter, “In a married situation
when we were growing up it was
proper to not really think of your-
self, not to follow vour own career,
but to be more supportive of your
husband, Those things are important

‘but T think now women can think
~of their own s without tre-
mendous feelings

Of guilt, Things (re-

Are more divided now.
Lkr are in my household.”

“The women said they have never

marched for any cause, “This is the

first one I've felt strongly enough to

come out for,” said Beryl Morgan.
“We're watching and maybe we'll glip
in. It's beautiful to see this, It's amaz-
ing the number of people that came
from all parts of the country.”

They came in large groups, such as
the 700-member delegation from De-
troit, and in small groups such as the
group of seven people from Old Fort,
a town in the mountains of North
Carolina. “A lot more people showed
up than we thought,” said Kim Tay-
lor, 25, a schoolteacher from Old Fort,
“A lot of people came, therefore they
must have thought it makes a differ-
ence,”

Odessa Komer, 54, a vice president
of the United Auto' Workers Union
and a grandmother, flew in with the
Detroit delegation. She is a veteran

‘of the Equal Rights Amendment

struggle and, as she rested on the
grass outside the National Gallery,

See VOICES, C4, Col. 6

Supporters of Equal Rights Amendment applaud and hold signs as they listen to a speaker on the Capitol grounds



\ By Laura Lovine—The Washington Post
MIW in_behalf of Equal Rights Amendment.

Ma;&t.ro'ﬂ’(fapitol--
Is Second Time -
For Suffragettes -

VOICES, From C1

she proclaimed that yesterday's march
“pests it all.”

ERA, she said, “is not just going to
die and go away. I think today proves.
that it’s not dead.” She said she will
remain in Washington today to lobby
the Michigan delegation in Congress
to vote for a seven-year extension of
the ERA ratification deadline. “T’
think if it's not extended there's.
going to be a real problem in this
country. A lot of these women rode
for 20 hours on a bus to get here,
like the group from Grand Rapids.
Mich. They came here on a bus. IU's.
20 hours each way. They'll leave at”

" 6 pm. and go back. It's rough. These

women have to feel very strongly to
go through something like this.” ..

“So many of our critics attack us.
on sexual and moral grounds,” said:
Anne Follis, head of Housewives {05
ERA, from Urbana, 1II, “when we're
probably more for the family and

. American flag than they are.

" mean, look at me she said.’
“I'm just a suburban housewife from

Urbana, as middle class as you can-

get, T campaigned for Goldwater back'
in 1964.” b hrerei 4

_Middle class and upper middle class -

is the way cab driver Bernard Quin-
ton described the fares he was getting
at the Capitol. “They're going to the-
Hyatt, the Shoreham, the Hilton. This
is the upper middle class. Yesterday
they went sightseeing all day, Last
night they went to the Flagship,
Hogate’s, Blackies. You have a differ-
ent type of person ‘here for this
demonstration.” p s
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